The data presented herein relates to the article entitled "Willingness to pay for management and preservation of natural, semi-urban and urban beaches in Italy" [1] . Data of several Italian beaches are collected considering shape, anthropogenic characteristics, use, activity and urbanization levels. Descriptive statistics of beach characteristics and beach users are presented, on the basis of about 5000 interviews.
Specifications table

Subject area
Earth Science -Economics More specific subject area
Coastal management
Type of data Value of the data WTP literature review may be useful as reference data for future studies on economic value of beaches; These data could be useful in comparing beach classifications of Mediterranean beaches; Data were collected in such a way as to obtain beach users' willingness to pay (WTP). These data may thus be useful to researchers comparing users' WTP in different beach typologies. 
Data
This dataset presents information on: WTP studies in coastal management, Italian beach characteristics and classifications, WTP and some demographic beach users' statistics. Beach characteristics are used as variables in a multivariate model of WTP [1] .
Supplementary material 4 presents a literature review about WTP applications in coastal management. Supplementary material 2, from Figs. 1e5 graphs report data about beach characteristics and typologies of the case studies. Fig. 6 shows the questionnaires distribution for each beach type. The results from this dataset are presented in Ref. [1] .
From Tables 1e3 and from Figs. 7e11 data present correlations between WTP and some demographic characteristics of beach users. 
Experimental design, materials and methods
Researchers collected these data by in-person collection of questionnaires from visitors and residents to Italian beaches (Interactive map data). A questionnaire was used to elicit visitor preferences and willingness to pay for coastal preservation. The questionnaire was based on those used by Refs. [3, 4] and was structured in sections (Supplementary material 3). Data were collected from June to September 2015. Only people over 16 years old were randomly selected and interviewed. In the case of a group visit, one person was interviewed in order to avoid the risk of doubling answers. They were also informed that there was no right or wrong answer and their sincere responses would be appreciated 
